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GARY H. SMITH

Property Tax Appeals

Gary H. Smith, is a principal at KSN CONTACT

who is a long-time champion for the ac-
curacy, transparency and fairness in the 640 N. LaSalle Drive
property tax assessment process. Suite 495
Chicago, IL 60654

With over 30 years of experience, Gary
has represented thousands of property
owners on matters related to property
tax assessments and tax appeals for all E: gsmith@ksnlaw.com
types of commercial, industrial, and
residential properties. Gary has saved
his clients tens of millions of dollars in
tax savings through successful appeals.

T: 312.236.7447

A zealous advocate on behalf of proper- EDUCATION
ty owners, Gary served on the City of
Chicago’s Property Tax Advisory Council in 2008. In 2006, he was a consultant on + Bachelor of Science,
a study for the University of lllinois, Institute of Government and Public Affairs on Political Science

the economic effects of the 7 percent assessment cap in Cook County. He has

University of North Carolina, 1
helped draft numerous pieces of legislation that would benefit property tax payers. v 23

« Juris Doctor, Washington

As a tireless advocate for property tax payers, Gary’s valuable input helped shape University, 1980
property tax policy and procedures in Cook County. He has testified before the
State Legislature in real estate taxation matters and is frequently invited as a
speaker to numerous professional, community and business groups on matters re-

lated to property tax appeals in Chicago and Cook County. He takes a particular in- ADMISSIONS
terest in helping these groups revitalize their business districts and neighbor-
hoods. « Illinois State Bar

« Georgia State Bar
Gary is a vice president of the Illinois Property Tax Lawyers Association (IPTLA).
He was the Chair of the Illinois State Bar Association’s State & Local Taxation
Section Council for the 2015-16 fiscal year; previously he was vice chair, secretary
and legislative liaison. He is currently its continuing Legal Education Coordinator. MEMBERSHIPS

Gary is a board member of the Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity International,
Chicago Alumni Chapter. A past chairperson of the Real Estate Taxation
Committee of the Chicago Bar Association (CBA), he also served as the CBA’s legis- Association (IPTLA)

lative liaison. « Illinois State Bar Association’s

State & Local Taxation Section

« Illinois Property Tax Lawyers

Gary is the former Chairman of the Board of Directors and is the current Treasurer

of the Jane Addams Resource Corporation (JARC) and he is a member of the Council

board of the Jane Addams Delta Development Corporation (JADDC). « Phi Alpha Delta Law Fraternity
International, Chicago Chapter

PUBLICATION / SPEAKING

» “Cook County Assesssor Issues Letters About Pandemic-Related Property Tax Break, But It Isn't

Good News For Everyone”, CBS 2 Chicago (November 17, 2020)
+ “Did You Take Advantage of Property Tax Abatement? Your Next Tax Bill May Shock You” (November 25, 2020)
» “Effective Property Tax Rates for Cook County: Analyzing the Ten-Year Trend” (November 11, 2020)

» “Did Your Commercial Property Value Drop Because of Civil Unrest in Chicago?” (September 8, 2020)



